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CHICAGO - An increase in suburban Chicago heroin overdose deaths is linked to gangs' illegal
drug and arms trade with Mexican cartels, U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk said Thursday.

  

The north suburban Republican supports national legislation that would put $150 million toward
stopping underground trafficking of firearms used by gangs that sell drugs.

  

Three Mexican cartels operate through gangs in the Chicago area, and authorities cannot stop
the flow of drugs to the region without targeting the groups' arms, Kirk said.

  

"You are fighting gangs who have far more resources, more soldiers, and more guns than Al
Capone ever dreamed of," Kirk said.

  

The imported drugs are increasing in purity and fatalities are increasing as a result, Kirk said.
The number of people to die from heroin overdoses in Lake County has doubled since 2008 to
at least 20 so far this year, according to data gathered by Kirk's office. In Will County, 11 people
have died of overdoses this year, compared to 14 in all of 2008.
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